Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th December, 2011 at 7.30 pm

Other Members:
Councillors Ml Farrelly (Cathaoirleach), P. McGeough, L. Hatrick, J. Tenanty, F. Malone, D. Minogue, M. Kavanagh, P McKenny, Cllr F McCoy


Officials:

J. McGuinness, DoS/Town Manager





S. O’Reilly, Act. Senior Executive Engineer





M Roe , Town Clerk


In Attendance:
Tony Boyle, Paul Landy, Square Utd FC

MINUTE 104/11
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 9th November, 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr McKenny with the amendment under AOB Use of Fairgreen to read Goal mile
MINUTE 105/11
Matters Arising
Cllr Tenanty raised the issue of noisy manhole covers again.  S O’Reilly stated that they are on the to do list.

MINUTE 106/11

Square Utd F.C.

Two delegates from Square Utd FC addressed the members, outlining the history of the club which is 40 years in the town and the current situation they find themselves in.  They presently use the Boys School field which has no changing or toilet facilities.  This necessitates changing in cars etc which is not acceptable.  They have an U16 team and stated that young people derive a great benefit from being involved in sport.  They requested that Ardee Town Council help them find an alternative to their current situation.
Discussion followed where Councillors congratulated the club on all their work and involvement with young people over the years.  It was also acknowledged by the members that the present situation was not acceptable and that an alternative would have to be found.

Cllr Tenanty stated that he had spoken to Ardee Rugby Club who would be happy to facilitate Square Utd, however this would only be a short term solution to a long term problem.

Cllr McKenny stated that he had spoken to the County Manger about the possibility of acquiring a parcel of land which could be used by various clubs in the town.

J McGuinness confirmed that LCC would support the idea of shared facilities as per the recent sports strategy and agreed to progress the matter with the County Manager.

Cathaoirleach thanked Mr Boyle and Mr Landy for their presentation.

MINUTE 107/11

Planned Works

There was no list of planned works submitted.  Louth County Council were finishing off projects such as pedestrian lights and lights along the railway walk.
Cllr Malone asked if 2 lights along road form N33 to Hale Street could be replaced.

Cllr Tenanty requested that a yellow box could be placed at the fairgreen to facilitate traffic exiting from Mullenstown road onto town.

MINUTE 108/11

5.1 From Cllr Hatrick
“That provision be made for carers visiting residents in areas covered by new pay parking bye laws”

Discussion followed regarding this motion and it was agreed to defer this for discussion to the January meeting.
J McGuinness asked the members if they would defer the ATC meeting to 18th January.  This will facilitate assessment of submissions on pay parking and enable a full report to be brought before the members for discussion.
It was agreed to amend the Standing Orders to have the January Meeting of Ardee Town Council on Wednesday 18th January on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr McKenny.

MINUTE 109/11

6.1 From Cllr McGeough

“That this Council call on the government not to implement its proposal to close St Josephs Hospital. The closure of St Josephs would have a catastrophic effect not solely on the patients their families and the nursing staff but to the economic life of Ardee and greater Mid Louth area. St Joseph has provided invaluable care to those who are weakest in society our elderly for many years and we as a Council should oppose this proposal”

Cllr McGeough stated that the proposed closure of this facility is unacceptable and that for the residents to hear about this through the media is a disgrace.

Discussion followed with members supporting the motion unanimously and agreeing that it would be a terrible loss to both the residents of St Josephs and for the people of Ardee and Mid Louth.

Cllr McCoy informed members that he had spoken to Fergus O’Dowd and that he had hoped to have a meeting with the Minister in January.

Cllr Tenanty supported Cllr McGeoughs motion and stated that the meeting should be open to all the members of Ardee Town Council

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr McGeough that the Town Clerk should write to Minister Reilly to request a meeting with a delegation from Ardee Town Council.
MINUTE 110/11

7.1    From Cllr Malone

  “The residents in the area of Mulladrillan reservoir request that a gate be erected at the entrance of Mulladrillan, to prevent joy riders speeding up to the water tower, at night.”
Sean O’Reilly advised the members that Water Services would be in contact with the landowner to request that a gate be erected.  He stated that LCC only had the right of way and as they were not the landowners they couldn’t put up a gate.  SO’R to report back to the members.

MINUTE 111/11
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

Tullamore Town Council – Employment of Polling Centre & Count Staff

Cllr Tenanty stated that once again people who are employed or retired are being employed as polling/count staff.  He stated that this is unfair when so many people are unemployed at present.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and Seconded by Cllr McKenny that a letter be sent to the County Registrar requesting that priority be given to people who are unemployed.

Muinebheag Town Council – Pensions for serving politicians
Cllr McGeough stated that he supported this motion and that no politician either serving or retired who are drawing a salary from any source should be entitled to a pension from the state.  This was agreed by all the members.

Monaghan Town Council - Ask Minister for Finance to re-think the proposed VAT increase

Cllr Malone stated that he gave his support to this motion.

MINUTE 112/11
Correspondence:

 AMAI – Spring Seminar
Cllr Tenanty stated that Ardee Town Council were obliged to nominate two delegates:

Cllr Tenanty was nominated on the proposal of Cllr Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr McKenny

Cllr Farrelly was nominated on the proposal of Cllr Malone and Seconded by Cllr Tenanty.

MINUTE 113/11
A.O.B

Weight Restriction at Sean O’Carroll St -  Cllr Malone asked if there could be a weight restriction on vehicles using the Sean O’Carroll Street to N33 Road.  J McGuinness stated that to do so it would have to go through a legal process.  Alternative routes would also have to be looked at.  A review of the alternative layouts would be brought before the members.

Ramps at Boat Trench: Cllr Hatrick requested that ramps be installed at Boat Trench.  SOR stated that he was currently in discussions with the residents regarding same – lighting was also needed funding permitting.

Ramps at Old Dawsons:  Cllr Malone requested speed ramp at old Dawsons.

Vote of Congratulations:  Cllr McCoy requested that a letter be sent to the Gardai, Traders and Civil Defence for their organisation of ‘Santas visit to Ardee’.  Agreed by all it was a great success.

Free Parking Christmas Week:  Cllr McCoy requested that Ardee have ‘free parking’ Christmas week.  J McGuinness stated that he would consider the matter.
Pedestrian Bridge at River:  Cllr McGeough asked if anything could be done about the surface of the bridge as it is very slippery.

Anti Social Behaviour at Riverside Walk:  Cllr Tenanty raised the issue of anti social behaviour along Riverside Walk.  He stated that this problem has been building over the past six weeks and last Friday night Gardai arrived on the scene and arrested 3 youths.  Residents are suffering as fences are being torn down and burned.  Youths are running through gardens in an attempt to evade the Gardai.  He asked if LCC could look at erecting a fence along the rear of the houses in John Street.  

Discussion followed regarding this issue.  Cllr McKenny stated that this was also an issue of parental control. Cllr McGeough stated that this would be a item which could be addressed at the next JPC.
It was agreed that the Town Clerk should write to the Superintendent to ask how much alcohol was confiscated last Friday night.  It was also agreed that this item should be on the Agenda for the next JPC and that the Gardai should have a report prepared.

It was also agreed that the next JPC should address the subject of parental control as a separate item.

Old IRA Committee:  Cllr Malone gave two booklets compiled by Ardee Old IRA Commemoration Committee to Ardee Branch Library and County Library Dundalk.

He also stated that the Committee would request that the ‘lone soldier’ statue remain in its current position.

This concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________

Chairman
